The Bloody Assize
England and their friends abroad, David Lewis, a Jesuit,
afterwards executed at Monmouth, educated him as a lad,
and when lie came to London lie seems to have been much
in the society of Father Harman, Father Johnson, and
later on was taken up by Sir John Warner and Father
Harcourt, the Jesuit Rector of London, against whom he
gave evidence.
To reject the whole of Bedloe's testimony seems to me
unreasonable. I should say that he hud been longer in the
service of the Jesuits and knew more of their conspiracies
than Gates, and that he gave his evidence more carefully
and that much of it was worthy of consideration. That he
posed in foreign countries under fancy names and was a
rogue and vagabond as well as a political agent for the
Jesuits are natural accidents arising out of and in the
course of his employment.
He was only a young man of thirty when he died in
1680 at Bristol. In the summer of that year Lord Chief
Justice North had gone the Western Circuit, and at Bristol
received a message from Bedloe that he lay dangerously ill
and wished to speak with him. Accordingly, the Chief,
with the two sheriffs, brother Roger the banister, and
William James, the judge's marshal, went to Bedloe's home,
On their way they met Mr Grossman, a minister, who had
also been sent for, and the judge courteously asked him to
accompany them.
Now North was a level-headed, cautious judge, and hk
account of the affair and the deposition he took are matters
outside the ordinary run of party political alarums and
excursions. And North says that he found Bedloe very ill
and that he prefaced his deposition by saying " That he
looked upon himself as a dying man? and found within him-
self that he could not last long, but must shortly appear
before the Lord of Hosts to give an account of his actions 5
and because many persons had made it their business to
baffle and deride the plot, he did, for the satisfaction of the
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